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WENDY BRINDLEY
RETIREMENT

On 11th March Wendy will
retire from LKL after 38'%:
years; she joined the
company in October 1987.
Wendy has run  the
accounts operation at LKL
and crucnally
paid most of & _! ,,
the people v oaf)
without fall Qﬁﬂ
every month Ng, (3\ ( ,
for this

entire

period.
professionalism
commitment has been
amazing. She has done
whatever it takes to get
everyone paid, correctly
and on time every month.
She has come in via a 4x4
in blizzard conditions and
worked standing up when
she had a bad back. Wendy
has taken her time off
Jlaround the needs of the job
and has undertaken
hundreds of thousands of
transactions, practically
error free. We all owe her
a tremendous debt and will
miss her cheerful smile and

Her
and

work ethic massively. We
wish her and Chris, plus
her daughters and
granddaughters, every

future happiness.

We have promoted from
within our office team and
Cassie Mortimer, who has
been doing the contracts at

LKL for many vyears, has
retrained and is now
undertaking Wendy’'s

workload. We are very
lucky to have Cassie and
also wish her every success
in the new role.
George Gordon

MILK PRICES - ARLA
HOLD

A strange moment with
prices holding and a few
falling and even rising. Arla
held for March at 33.98ppl
with organic at 57.98ppl.
They commented on some
indications of stabilisation in
global commodity markets,
presumably reflecting better
GDT results. Caution
remains as supplies are
described as stable at a
high level and the organic
market outlook is described
as uncertain. First Milk
meanwhile  have raised
price 0.5ppl to 30.75ppl.
Barbers cut 1.96ppl to
32.05ppl.

ARLA RECORD RESULTS

Arla reported record returns
with revenue topping €15
billion (£13bn). Good news
for its farmer owners who
benefit from a
supplementary
payment of

u’i §
2 eurocent H %)
per !
oy, SN
mi elivere =< gw‘
Arla said its V.f B>
highest-ever milk intake of
14.3bn kg and strong
commodity prices reinforced
the company’s strategy.

Growth also came in Arla
Foods Ingredients delivered
a revenue increase of 43%
driven by global demand for

value-added protein and
integration of the Whey
Nutrition  business from

Volac (now AFI Felinfach).
Arla remains committed to
future investment, including
its UHT Centre of Excellence
in Lockerbie.

" SECOND NATIONAL |
MOBILITY SURVEY :
| LAUNCHED ;

iThe Stride national dairy!
imobility initiative  has!
llaunched its second!
Inational survey to better!
'understand the hoof!
'health challenges 1‘acedl

'by UK herds. Anyone|
|from LKL who completes:
the survey will be:

|

'entered into a prize draw;

:for a case of winel The;
jsurvey will run until Aprll
30, 2026. To completel
;the survey scan the QR
icode or go to: https://;
i www.stridemobility.co.uk/ |
i More information i
ienclosed. |
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MILK PRICES OUTLOOK

Analysts are forecasting milk
prices to remain at low levels
throughout the spring. An
extra 760m litres of milk has
been produced in the UK in
2025, production has also
increased by 2.5bn
litres in the US and

2bn litres in the EU in ‘E
2025. There is how a -
premium of @ 12p for «

those on aligned
contracts compared ¥
with non-aligned

contracts. Global Dairy Trade
auction (GDT) on 3 February
provided optimism after two
positive GDT auctions in
January, up 6% on 3
February. Organic producers
supplying Arla continue to
receive 57.98p/litre. The
premium paid to organic has
widened to 24p/litre from
10p/litre 12 months ago. First
Milk has held for March at
30.25p/litre.

FARMER MENTAL HEALTH
STRAIN

The Farm Safety Foundation

launched its ninth Mind Your
Head week, highlighting
statistics data showing 47
suicides were registered in
England and Wales’
agricultural sector in 2024, a
7% rise. To put that in

context, it is considerably
more deaths than we see in
agricultural accidents. Sam
Stables, Herefordshire farmer
and co-founder of charity We
Are Farming Minds, is walking
142 miles from Ross-on-Wye
to Westminster over five days
raising funds for the National
Federation of Young Farmers’
Club.

NYC ON 1 JULY

The National Youngstock
Conference is set to return to
Birmingham'’s National
Conference Centre on July 15.
Last year’s filled two lecture
halls,  with 17  technical
presentations in 52 trade
stands.

UK CEREALS DEMAND AND
USEAGE FALLING

Demand for UK cereals
dropped after closure of the
UK’s two major bioethanol
plants and decreased usage by
maltsters. Estimates
published by the AHDB show
UK demand is to hit a 20-year
low for the 2025-26 crop at
9.17m tonnes. Vivergo Fuels
closed last August following a
trade deal which removed UK
tariffs on US ethanol imports.
Ensus hasn’t started back up
since its scheduled
maintenance break in
September. Subdued demand
from brewers, maltsters and
distillers is expected to hit
barley in particular, with
usage pegged at 1.58m
tonnes, the lowest level since
records began in  1990.
Demand for animal feed has
been more stable, holding at
13.3m tonnes. Poultry feed
demand may increase with
better prospects for broilers.

DAIRY UK BEAT OATLY IN
COURT

Dairy processors accrued a
victory in the Supreme Court
which bars oat drink
manufacturer Oatly from using
the word “milk”. The case
dates started in 2021, when
Oatly registered trademark
“Post milk generation”. Legal
challenges and appeals
ensued, culminating in a
Supreme Court ruling. Dairy
UK said: “This ruling is an
important decision for the
sector. It brings greater
certainty and helps ensure
that long-established dairy
terms continue to carry clear
meaning for consumers.”

WELSH SUCKLER HERD
DROPS 40% IN 20 YEARS

Welsh suckler herd numbers
fell 40% over two decades to
6,595 herds in 2023. The UK
is 85% self-sufficient in beef,
importing 154,000t in 2023,
with a projected shortfali
rising to 278,000t by 2030.

TB STRATEGY

Former farm minister Daniel
Zeichner told an NFU reception in
July 2024 that eradicating bovine
TB would be his top priority.
Supplementary badger culls have
now ended in 20 of the 21 zones.
The industry is waiting for
confirmation of the launch date
for the £18m Badger Vaccinator
Field Force programme. No
statement has been made yet. A
new study on a potential bulk
milk test for TB is in the pipeline,
but needs clarification from Defra
where this fits in with the wider
strategy. This will demonstrate a
significant level of undisclosed
infection in dairy herds. It is
possible to use the Enferplex test
to detect TB antibiotics in bulk
milk. The current TB eradication
strategy has seen reductions in
herd breakdowns. Ending wildlife
control so soon seems risky as
cattle vaccinations and
associated effective testing won't
be available until 2030.

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE
SHEARERS BLOCKED

A Home Office decision blocking
visa-free entry for overseas
sheep shearers risks labour
shortages. Since 2011, a
temporary concession has been
granted specifically for sheep
shearers, allowing 75 shearers
from the Southern Hemisphere to
shear in 'the UK. A

shortage of shearers @i

could result in ° s
farmers facing #54 dus/
shearing delays. It is R

seasonal and requires a high
level of fithness and physical
ability, which cannot just be

obtained by a training course
alone. Despite between 800 and
1,000 shearers being trained by
British Wool each year, the steps
required to be a professional
shearer are major due to the
time needed to hone technique
and build stamina. Denying
overseas shearers the concession
to enter the UK ends a rich
tradition. Shearers can visit the
UK from Australia and New
Zealand as part of a huge
international exchange and this
has benefitted all countries over
many years.



Page 3

EW'e

LKL Newsletter
March 2025

GEONOMIC TESTS FOR
CROSSBRED HERDS TO
ACCELERATE
IMPROVEMENT

Genomic testing for crossbred
herds is available from NMR,
as part of its GeneEze service
thanks to AHDB Dairy’s
access to many thousands of
female cows; evaluations are

obtained through AHDB's
single-step method of
genotyping. The volume of

data provides AHDB Dairy
with enough information to
check and confirm the
reliability of genomic tests.
Results are available between
six and eight weeks. A
spring- or autumn-calving
index is calculated for each
animal. Indexes combine
production and health traits.
Crossbred herds can now
rank all animals - cows and
heifers. The test will allow
producers to stick with the
principles that make units

successful to accelerate
progress. The GeneEze
cross-breed genomic test

costs £22.50 per test.

WEIGHT-LOSS DRUGS
HELPS UK DAIRY MARKET

Rapid uptake of weight-loss
drugs is to reshape the dairy
sector according to the AHDB.
GLP-1 medications treat
diabetes and obesity, slow
digestion,
suppress appetite,
and alter taste
perception. Users 'y, [P o
typically consume =/@iin
fewer calories and
prioritise nutrient-
dense, protein-rich  foods
such as dairy. 4% of British
households are already using
GLP-1 medications and the
UK is at an early stage.
Demand for  high-protein
voghurts and cottage cheese
has increased, with
acceleration  expected as
more people use weight loss
drugs.

BAYER’'S ROUNDUP
LAWSUITS

Bayer’s chief executive Bill

Anderson announced a
proposed $7.25bn
(£5.34bn) class-action

settlement. The agreement
would cover people who
developed non-Hodgkin
lymphoma after exposure
to Roundup before 17
February 2026. Payouts
will be distributed over a
21-year period. Bayer
expects its litigation
provisions to increase from
€7.8bn (£6.8bn) to €11.8bn
and anticipates £4.4bn in
litigation-related payments
in 2026. Bayer maintains
Roundup products are safe
when used as directed.

HAY AND STRAW
REMAINS TIGHT

Hay and straw prices
remain high., . _ .

Big bale hay:~ =
stood at £154° |
per tonne *
(February 15).

Big square baled wheat
straw was £95, an almost
36% rise on 2025.

ON-FARM ANTIBIOTIC
MILK TEST

Progiene Dairy Hygiene
launched the COMETS8
testing kit at Dairy-Tech
2026. The kit
allows ,
producers to ¢
test individual
cow’s or bulk
milk, and shows
a clear ‘green’ for a pass
and ‘red’ for a fail, which
can be viewed at the test
point or via notification on
a phone app or by email.
The tech tests up to eight
milk samples at any one
time. Results are available
within 2.5 hours. It costs
£1.69 per test and the kit
comes with a two-year
warranty.

SURGING ARABLE
IMPORTS

Data suggests in 2025 the
UK imported 353,000t of
maize, 40,000t

of oilseed rape

and 760,000t *

of ethanol from

the US. The

surge in’

ethanol imports

supplied domestic biofuel

markets. The volume of
imports is bound to affect
the UK cereals sectors

going forwards.
HAY FOR BALE GRAZING

There is a trend to use hay
instead of silage in bale
grazing driven by cost and
also environmental
reasons. Bale wrap is 2.6t
carbon dioxide equivalent
for every 1t of bale wrap
used. Disposing of clean
netting is usually possible,
whereas silage dirty netting
is a challenge.
Using hay as a ==

maintenance Pl

diet gives ;

rumen fill and 7

cow =
satisfaction, TR
slowing down forage
through the rumen.

Haymaking is very weather
dependent, meaning
farmers need to be ready
to bale and wrap silage if
necessary. Start with the
intention of making hay,
then be flexible: be
prepared to wrap if the
weather window is not
there. Hay can be stored
outside on its side without
loss due to wastage. Some
use an extra one or two
layers of net wrap for out
wintered bales f the reed to
be moved.



“March comes in

%rooringlikealion,bu‘r% LKL News.etter

goes out gentle as a March 2025
lamb.”
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PEOPLE CELEBRATING SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS!

Beaven Kambato, Petronel Tudurache, Polly Biggins, Henrik Demian,
Daniel Nolan, Ionut-Florin Dem

WELCOME TO:
PARMERS D A and B D Parsons Ltd, Latham Farms Ltd

Congratulations to Ant

Mitchell and partner Gina,

on the recent birth of their

daughter, Olivia. Harriet is
the best big sister.

W

What do you call an Englishman

UﬂICOr n carrying a bottle of champagne
after a six nations rugby match?

The waiter.

Heavy
assault

unicorn

University 1s great
because you're:
basically an
~unemployed alcoholiG
but,;your parents are
still proud

High speed
submersible
unicorn

A

Average time for things to break down

St Osyth Holiday Park, near Clacton-on-
Sea, Essex. Fully equipped caravan for
holiday hire - 40ft x 13ft. Sleeps six,
double glazed, gas central heating and
3 pet friendly. New on-site complex; 2
M e S indoor swimming pools, bars,

restaurants, entertainment and coarse
fishing lake. Five minutes walk to the

450 years 100 years

1 Afterncon 80-200 years

e beach. For further details please contact
g Tony Kirkpatrick on 07702 969835 or
g average human can i 5.6 o Blants outside email anthonykirkpatrick35@gmail.com
' st
3

LKL Services Ltd

The Old Cowshed // Z4
Harepath Farm LKL

Burbage Plants inside

Mariborough

Wiltshire

SN8 3BT

Phone: 01722 323546
amanda.hargrave@Ikl-services.co.uk
george.gordon@Ikl-services.co.uk

"Mmm concrete. Cozy.” “Is this tap water?
I'mallergic”

www.lklservices.co.uk
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Holstein/Friesian, Conventional Herds Year Ending | Year Ending Change % Diff
(matched herds) January 2025 = January 2026 i |

Cowsinherd 377 asr 10 %

- Cow calvings 272 i 295 23 8%

© Heifer calvings | 139 103 -36 26%

_Stacking rate . cowsha 372 | 362 010 | -3%

MILKPRODUCTION —
Milk Production litres' 3,636,165 3,752,352 116,187 © 3%
Yield per cow litres 9,645 9,698 51 1%

" Yield from all forage per cow litres 2,527 2,138 . -389 -15%

- % of total yield from forage 26% _ 22% 4% ~16%

. Butterfat % 4.13 ; 4.18 005 1%

- Protein % 3.37 , 3.46 0.08 ¥e

i Total Milk Solids (kg/cow) 716.98 733.89 18.93 = 2%

. Bactoscan 20 21 ' 1 5%
Cellcount ‘ 163 160 3 2%
Milk Price pence 42.24 44.43 219 5%

. Total milk value percow £ 4074 | 4308 | 234 . 6%
FEED R N SR M R
Total concentrate | use tonnes 1,248 1,389 141 11%

~ Concentrate use per cow kg 3,310 3,590 280 8%

Concentrate use per litre kg 0.34 0.37 0.03 9%

. Concentrate price per tonne £ 297 293 -4 ~1%

. Other purchased feed cost per cow £ 103 | 88 - -17 -17%

| All purchased feed cost per cow £ 1086 : 1138 ‘B2 5%

‘ All purchased feed cost per litre ~ pence  11.26 L 174 . 0.48 A%
_All P.Feed @ 86% DM equivalentpercow kg 3585 3805 220 =~ 6%

MARGINS TP SIS SHERVE TN S s . e A B e e S i S S 3 RN -

| MOPF per herd £ 1,126,476 1,226,790 100,314 9%

' MOPF per cow £ 2,988 3,170 182 ' 6%

| MOPF perlitre pence 30.98 - 3269 171 6%

LKL League Table — January 2026 milk production, inclusion for herds
with a Yield from all forage (ltrs/cow).

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S WINNERS:

Joseph Horsley-Rice and James Phillips (Wins £20 voucher)
@ D W Pickford & Son

Roy & Angela Williams @ Messrs T K Jeans (Wins £10 voucher)

Ricardo Mariano and Simon Read (Wins £5 voucher)
@ Messrs W & P Ives




The New Kid on the Block - Isoacids: The Missing ingredient in Your Transition
Feeds

Every now and then, a new feed technology comes along that fundamentally changes
the way we approach dairy nutrition. Over the years, innovations like rumen-protected
fats, amino acids, and choline have helped dairy producers tackle the metabolic
challenges of transition cows. Now, there’s a new game-changer: isoacids.

What Are Isoacids and Why Do They Matter?

Isoacids are essential nutrients naturally produced in the rumen, but during the
transition period, their supply often falls short of the rumen bugs’ demand. These rumen
bugs are critical because they produce metabolisable protein (MP)—the type of protein
cows use for milk production, reproduction, growth, immune response, and colostrum
supply. Without enough isoacids, rumen bugs can’t thrive, which limits the cow’s ability
to efficiently convert feed into energy and protein.

The IsoFerm® Solution

Adding Zinpro® IsoFerm® to transition diets bridges this isoacid supply gap. IsoFerm
provides the rumen bugs with the building blocks they need to grow and multiply. More
bugs mean better fermentation and improved fibre digestion, which leads to increased
production of volatile fatty acids (VFAs)—a key energy source for cows.

But the benefits don’t stop in the rumen. Any unused isoacids flow into the intestinal
tract, where they are absorbed by the cow and can support energy balance. This
reduces the need for cows to break down their fat stores for energy, helping to reduce
risk of metabolic issues like fatty liver syndrome and ketosis. Fatty liver occurs when the
liver becomes overwhelmed by processing excess fatty acids, leading to inflammation
and reduced performance.

Benefits of IsoFerm

Benefits of feeding IsoFerm vary between farms due to management, environmental
and other nutritional factors. Field observations have shown that feeding IsoFerm
during the transition period is associated with the following benefits, including:

e Improved dry matter intake (DMI): Cows eat more, which supports better energy
balance.

e Higher peak milk yields: Transition cows start lactation stronger and produce
more milk.

e Reduced metabolic diseases: Lower incidences of ketosis and fatty liver
syndrome.

e Minimized body weight loss post-calving: Improved energy and protein supply
help cows maintain condition.



A Small Investment for Big Returns

Feeding just 40g of IsoFerm per cow per day during the dry period costs less than £10
per cow based on current market pricing. This small investment can lead to healthier

cows, higher milk yields, and better overall performance—delivering a strong return on
investment.

Ready to Learn More?

If you’re ready to take your transition cow nutrition to the next level, visit our website at
www.zinpro.com/isoferm or contact us directly at ihuxtable@zinpro.com

= ISOFERM

ZINPRO’




SECOND NATIONAL MOBILITY SURVEY LAUNCHED

The Stride national dairy mobility initiative has launched its second national survey to better
understand the hoof health challenges faced by UK herds. Anyone completing the survey will be

entered into a draw to win one of five pairs of Apple AirPods.

The results will help to develop practical strategies to reduce the consequences of

compromised mobility and poor hoof health.

Founded in 2024, Stride is a not-for-profit initiative established to challenge the status quo on
lameness. Its objectives are to increase understanding of the issues surrounding dairy cow
mobiiity, to contribute to industry knowledge, and help develop clear management strategies
that deliver sustained improvement in foot health. The partners in Stride are Ceva, HerdVision,

Hoofcount, Kersia, IVC Farm Vets, Neogen, NoBACZ Healthcare and Teemore Engineering.

“Mobility issues remain a major drain on dairy performance and profitability, and it is time for an

increasingly practical and pragmatic approach,” comments dairy vet Matt Dobbs, chair of the

Stride Technical Board.

“Reduced mobility and compromised hoof health remain endemic problems affecting around
30% of cows and are a major cause of premature culling. These incidences have hardly changed
during the past 30 years. Poor mobility costs the dairy sector an estimated £250m per year

through impaired fertility, reduced production, premature culls, and treatment costs.”















