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ARLA INCREASE MILK
PRICE 1.76PPL

For May 2026, the Arla milk
price for conventional milk
will increase by 1.76ppl (2.0

EUR cent per kg), organic
milk price  will remain
unchanged. Headline price

for conventional milk will be

35.83ppl. The Headline price
for organic milkk will be
56.31ppl. Arla report that
Global milk

supplies continue

to grow and

retail prices are

stabilising. i

Prices on the™

global

commodities markets are
adjusting based on market
developments. There is still
plenty of supply all over
Europe, but the market has
reached a balance in
commodity prices. However,

there is uncertainty in the
market, impacted by the
geopolitical environment

related to the Middle East.

The outlook is neutral. Lets
hope Arla will lead other
buyers to increase prices
reflecting the cost inflation
that the oil situation is
causing.

BARBERS UP 1.55PPL TO

33.6PPL
Barbers have
announced an a0

4

increase, hoping this #
will lead the other cheese

makers in an upwards
direction.
FIRST MILK HOLD AT

30.75PPL

This price will be held to end
of June. Much respected CEO
Shelagh Hancock has
announced her retirement
after 10 years in charge. She
has stabilised and turned
around a falling Coop and
deserves thanks for a job well
done.

13.02BN GB MILK RECORD

GB dairy sector set a new
record in the 2025-26 milk
year, with 13.02bn litres
according to the
AHDB, up by 5%.
AHDB said:
“There is too W ia\ /i
much milk, not
only in the
domestic market,
but also globally.” The NFU
has seen processors rewriting
contracts and rationalising
their supply base. It estimates
that there are currently 135 to
150 GB farms on 12 month
notice periods. Some will
struggle to find alternative
buyers.

MULLER GIVES 12 MONTH
NOTICES

Muller has supplied a number
of farms with 12-month
notices. Notices affect farmers
in England, Scotland and
Wales. With loss of some
liquid contracts, Muller looked
to rebalance supply. More
than half of those affected had
been offered an ingredients
contract. Muller also wrote to
farmers with changes to the
way it allocates excess milk
from 1 July. From 1 July, any
milk  which exceeded the
volume  supplied, in the
corresponding month in 2025
will be designated for the
ingredients market paid at
ingredients price.

EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR

GRANTS 12TH MAY

Defra has
announced a two- S

week extension to @

apply for grants.
Due to close on

28 April, Defra
will now accept
applications until 12 May.

Grants of £1,000-£25,000 are
available for a wide range of
equipment and technology.

LKL FARM OPEN
DAY AND BBQ

Celebrating 75
years!

Tuesday 23 June 2026
Brinsbury College
Stablebarn Farm

Blackgate Lane
Pulborough
West Sussex
RH20 1DD

LKL Regional
Managers will prepare
a fresh steak BBQ for
all our visitors at the

open day!

All welcome!

Join us - with guest
speakers, the farm and
facilities tour, as well
as seeing the dairy
herd and followers.

Please confirm your
attendance with the
office so we have
numbers for catering
purposes.
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EFFECTS OF THE MIDDLE

EAST
The war in Iran has seen
fertiliser rise to almost
£525/tonne and red diesel hit
138ppl. AHDB's chief

economist said it was a huge
challenge for the pig sector.
The pig sector could face a
‘cliff edge’ if the war in the
Middle East lead to shortages
of carbon dioxide. 45—
The  National  Pig (LA
Association said if
CO2 wused to stun
pigs pre-slaughter, .~
was to be restricted /. o |
it could exacerbate ® @&
problems the sector had. Last
year, the Animal Welfare
Committee, which advises
Defra, recommended that the
Government should phase out
CO2 as a method for stunning
pigs pre-slaughter by 2030.
The current backlog is 65,000
pigs, growing by 5,000-8,000
pigs per week as abattoirs
reduce daily kill capacity due
to limited CO2z supplies.

DAIRY CULLS UP BUT
PRICES HOLD

The British Cattle Movement
Services shows dairy cows
make up 56% of annual
slaughter across the five-year
average (2021-25). Beef and
dairy sectors have
experienced changes. On
the beef side, prices grew
significantly.  Dairy markets
have been under pressure.
Total GB cow kill has eased;
dairy cow Kill increased 4%,
while suckler cow slaughter
fell by 9%. Overall, supplies
remain tight, supporting
prices. While dairy cull cow
numbers have grown, the
market absorbed this supply
without lowering prices.
Stronger culling may lead to

further contractions in the
dairy cow herd. Recent data
shows a slowing of

contraction, and stabilisation
of the suckler breeding herd.

JCB THREATENS TO QUIT
UK OVER IHT REGIME

Jo Bamford, son of JCB chair
Lord Bamford, could quit the
UK over Labour’s stance on
IHT. The company could
easily become an

American
business. THT A
places the UK in a lf

small group of
high-tax outliers
in the OECD.
Britain’s 40% headline rate is
only moderately above the
OECD median, but most
countries  treat transfers
from parents to their own
children as a special
category, taxing them at
lower rates or not at all. Half
of OECD members, levy no
IHT, and a further 10 charge
preferential rates.

MILK BUYERS'
BEHAVIOUR
UNACCEPTABLE

NFU Dairy Board chair lan
Harvey said he was deeply
concerned by the behaviour
of buyers over the last few
months in regards to
terminating milk processors’
contracts and the level of
pressure placed on farmers
to sign ‘unfavourable’
contract terms. Processors
such as Muller served a
number of 12-month
termination notices. Mr
Harvey said 130-150 farmers
had been served notices by
milk buyers - about 2% of

farms. Farmers were seeing
changes to pricing
mechanisms or allocations
overnight, or being

threatened with notice if they
did not agree to changed
terms. “We will raise all
these issues with the new
Supply Chain Adjudicator,
and lobby for an extension to
interactively investigate
contract issues rather than
wait for a named complaint”,
he said.

CLARKSON BACK ON 3 JUNE
Season five is set to return on
3 June, with an eight-episode
season on Amazon Prime.

QUARTER OF DEER IN
EXMOOR HAVE TB

More than a quarter of wild
deer on Exmoor show exposure

to bovine TB. The
Animal and Plant Y 5
Health Agency =

analysed 432 deer 0 )

samples with a 27.4% | ¢ 7]

exposure rate. \ EL
Positive results

indicate past infection, not

active disease or transmission
risk, nevertheless it shows a
considerable pool of infection in
wildlife.

MOTORWAY BLOCKADES!

On April 13, Farmers For Action
co-ordinator William Taylor said
the group was considering a
UK-wide protest if the
Government does not cut fuel
duty and provide support for
farmers. Tractors have already
been put on a ‘go slow’ protest

in Northern Ireland. Red diesel
had increased 63% to
127.42ppl, while imported
fertiliser increased
from £404/tonne

in February to
£530/t in April. If
red diesel and oil

prices continue
rising, farm
businesses could pay an

additional £337 million over the
next year. Mr Taylor said UK
farmers and hauliers have
made it clear that they face a
‘tipping point” without action to
bring down fuel duty. Protests
across Ireland since April 7, led
to the Irish Government
announcing a €100m fuel
subsidy scheme on April 12.
Keir Starmer has held several
meetings regarding the rise in
red diesel and is looking at
contingencies, but warned the
only way to end the disruption
was for the war in the Middle
East to come to an end.
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Congratulations and ‘Thank
You’ to Paul Newland who
has just clocked up 40 years
in the dairy industry with LKL.

In 2018 Paul won LKL
Herdsman of The

Year -  well (A
deserved.  From .y "
April 1986 and still | ] .\¥
milking 200/ ‘s‘
Jerseys today!

Paul and Linda have been
superb and are well known to
many of us. Linda has
provided Paul with vital
support throughout these 40
years and we also offer her
thanks and congratulations.
The cows under Paul’s care
over those 40 years have
been very fortunate to have
such dedication and
professional management.

BIOETHANOL PLANT TO
REOPEN WITH £100M
FUNDING

Farmers are set to regain a
key source of animal feed,

with the Ensus UK
bioethanol plant due to
reopen. The
government i 4
offered Ensus

£100m in financial
support to resume
production. A
deal has been signed to
ensure a continued supply
of CO2. The plant buys
more than 1m tonnes of
feed wheat or maize, to
produce 400m litres of
bioethanol, 350,000t of
animal feed and 250,000t of
Co2.

Happy Retirement!
After performing at the
highest level for his entire
career Richard George has
finally hung up his apron
and switched off the milk
pump for the final time.
Richard, who has been so
strongly supported by his
wife Bev, has gone out on
a high after completing 18
years at Old Place Dairy.
During this time he
consistently achieved top
10% in all costings criteria
and wa

nominated ﬁd—h‘/w/)ﬂﬁf

for Herdsman l
of the Year!
We wish him and Bev
every happiness during
their retirement and send
our huge thanks from all at
LKL.

Richard goes out on a high
note as runner up in the
March 2026  national
competition monthly
costings competition with
SCC of 138 and Bactoscan
of 13. Yield across 174
cows of 10,361 off 0.26kg/
L of concentrate and a
MOPF of £3,322 per cow.

This is an exceptional
performance and only
achieved through
Richard’s extraordinary

dedication and hard work.

This year's Natlonal Youngstock Conference will offer
presentations to meet everyone's Interest and needs.
Have you booked your ticket yet?

Bullding on the sell-out success of the 2025
conference, preparations are well underwayto = ¢
design an exciting new programme for 2026. And
there will be plenty to Interest all calf rearers,
whether they're beef or dalry producers, regardless
of management system or breed.

Tickets cost just £49.50, plus VAT and Include entry

to the lectures with a full day’s presentation
programme, trade area, tea/coffee and hmch.I

WEDNESDAY

6"MAY
nB

~1000m 230m

Practical insights. Real examples.
Great food, Valuable connections.

BOOK YOUR PLACE TODAY >»
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PEOPLE CELEBRATING SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS!

Steven Dunn, Adrian Boiciuc, Shaun Love, Uahumba Kandapaera,

Congratulations to
Dan Matthews, at Messrs
Nicholls, Hilltown
Ayrshires, who completed
the London Marathon in 5
hours exactly raising
money for the FCN -
Farming Community
Network. Well done!

LKL Services Ltd
The Old Cowshed
Harepath Farm
Burbage
Marlborough

Wiltshire

SN8 3BT

Phone: 01722 323546
amanda.hargrave@Ikl-services.co.uk
george.gordon@Ilkl-services.co.uk

www.lklservices.co.uk

Congratulations to Andrew Jensen at Wyke Farms who
completed the London Marathon in 5 hours 10 minutes, raising
money for Diabetes UK. Well done!

When you go back to work
after a holiday but you
can't remember what you

O TONY? T
: THOUGHT
At HE WAS

WITH YOU?

WHERE WOLVES

Your secret's safe with me. I wasn't even
listening.

I do all my own stunts, just never intentionally.

What do Alexander the Great and Winnie the
Pooh have in common? Same middle name.

What's the opposite of irony? Wrinkly.

You know there is no official training for rubbish
collectors. They just pick things up as they go
along.
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Holstein/Frigsian, Conventional Herds

" y , -

(matched herds) i:aarcﬁnzijgsg ‘;:::cgng;g Change % Diff
. Cowsinherd 319 326 ' 7 2%
| Cow calvings 234 234 0 0%

Heifer calvings 121 108 -16 15%
| Stocking rate cowstha: 2.88 2.89 -0.07 2%
'MILK PRODUCTION | o ' "
| Milk Production ltres. 3371511 | 3550466 | 178,985 . 5%
Yield per cow litres 10,569 10,891 322 3%
. Yield from all forage per cow litras 2,889 3,148 259 5%
| % of total yield from forage 27% 29% 2% 6%
- Butterfat % 417 4.20 0.03 1%
;’ Protein s 3.31 3.38 0.07 2%
| Total Milk Solids {kg/cow) 786.46 821.31 34.85 4%
. Bactoscan 21 22 1 5%
‘ Cellcount 180 149 -1 1%
- Milk Price pence: 42.01 42.17 0.16 0%
- Total milk value per cow £ 4,440 4,593 153 3%
FEEB
| Total concentrate use tonnes: 1,008 1,150 54 5%
| Concenirate use per cow kg' 3,435 3,529 a4 3%
Concentrate use per litre kg 0.33 0.32 -0.01 -3%
. Concentrate price per tonne £ 279 276 -3 -1%
Other purchased fesd cost per cow £ 211 213 2 1%
All purchased feed cost per cow £ 1189 1187 18 2%
| All purchased feed cost per litre pence: 11.08 10.80 -0.16 1%
| AllP.Feed @ 86% DM equivale kg: 3,913 3,971 58 %
MARG%NS '
. MOPF per herd £ 1,043,449 1,110,356 86,907 . 6%
. MOPF per cow 3,408 135
1 ﬁM@gch% fifre 31.27 0,32 %

Kingshay to

consequential) arsing fr

LKL League Table — March 2026 milk production, inclusion for herds with

a Bactoscan/Cell Count Index.

(Bactoscan score 0 - 50 for rolling average Bactoscan of 50 - 0)

(Cell Count score 0 - 50 for rolling average Cell Count of 300 - 50)
Addition of two scores gives an index number, the highest wins.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’'S WINNERS:

Roy and Angela Williams

(Wins £20 voucher)
@ Messrs T K Jeans & Sons

Richard George and Andrei Dunca

(Wins £5 voucher)
@ Rotherfield Farms LLP




Youngstock

The National Youngstock Conference is back this summer with
another packed programme that offers something for all calf
rearers — whatever their calf-rearing management system, or
level of experience or expertise and LKL are proud to support

the fantastic event!

Tickets are already selling fast for this year’s National
‘ : Youngstock Conference, which will be held on July 15 at

This year’s National Youngstock Conference will offer o » . :
presantitions 10 meet svarvana's kiterast and Neacd: Birmingham’s National Conference Centre - the day is set to

Have you booked your ticket yet? offer delegates a varied programme, packed with the very

Building on the sell-out success of the 2025 latest ideas, innovations and information to take calf rearing to
conference, preparations are well underway to

Swkichi ah seHing hote piririme fon 305G SN the next level on all beef, dairy, and specialist calf-rearing

there will be plenty to interest all calf rearers, units.
whether they're beef or dairy producers, regardless

of management system or breed. As in previous years, 2026’s conference will provide something
Tickets cost just £49.50, plus VAT and include entry for everyone. From calf rearers looking for a ‘best practice’
to the lectures with a full day’s presentation )
programme, trade area, tea/coffee and lunch, refresher on the cornerstones of good management, such as
colostrum, milk feeding or weaning. But, more importantly,
there will be a wealth of information and expertise on hand
for rearers wanting an update on the latest research and
technology, or how to manage more challenging issues, such
as mycoplasma. The conference aims to be the leading
technical event for rearers looking to take their systems to the
next level when it comes to maximising health and welfare,
and optimising growth to hit key targets for both beef calves
and dairy replacements. The NYC will be chaired, again, by the
event’s clinical director Tim Potter, and will also involve other
leading industry professionals. Providing a forum for
producers, vets, researchers and other dairy and beef
professionals, the NYC aims to promote best practice and
facilitate the exchange of ideas relevant to all stages of
youngstock rearing.

S frouw nutrifion Iml ?nagegi‘g:iir The programme of presentations for the 2026 event will cover
topics and issues including: calving and colostrum
{FFED ™ EOR management, milk feeding and weaning, preventing and
H FEED ™ Ful . . . .
o AUE GhﬂW‘%‘“ controlling of disease, hygiene and the calf environment, and
passion for calves LA calf housing. More information about specific presentations

will be released in the months leading up to the event.

10% Discount for LKL Sub Contractors & Clients!
Visit
www.cowmanagement.co.uk/national-youngstock-conference
click on the BUY TICKETS HERE button, then click on the GET TICKETS button and finally
enter the promotional code LKL@NYC26 before paying.



















